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Dr. Andrew J. Puttick
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413.443.4800

GREYLOCKAUDIOLOGY.COM

• Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
• Hearing Aid Dispensing and Repairs
• Tinnitus Treatment
• Custom Hearing Protection
• Musician’s Filters
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Serving the Berkshires for 20 years

March Book Sale!
Thurs, March 10th 3-7pm

Member night
Fri, March 11th 10am-4pm
Sat, March 12th 10am-3pm

1 Wendell Ave, Pittsfield
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Port city besieged; no budge in talks
BY EVGENIY MALOLETKA

The Associated Press

MARIUPOL, UKRAINE — Russian forces 
kept up their bombardment of the 
port city of Mariupol on Thursday, 
while satellite photos showed that 
a massive Kremlin convoy that had 
been mired outside the Ukrainian 
capital split up and fanned out into 
towns and forests near Kyiv, with ar-
tillery pieces moved into fi ring po-
sitions.

International condemnation esca-
lated over an airstrike in Mariupol 
a day earlier that killed three people 

at a maternity hospital. Western 
and Ukrainian offi cials called the 
attack a war crime. Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the 
Russian refusal to permit evacua-
tions from the port city amounted to 
“outright terror.”

Meanwhile, the highest-level 
talks held since the invasion began 
two weeks ago yielded no progress, 
the number of  refugees fl eeing the 
country topped 2.3 million, and Kyiv 
braced for an onslaught, its mayor 
boasting that the capital practically 
had become a fortress protected by 
armed civilians.

Satellite imagery from Maxar 
Technologies showed that the 40-
mile convoy of vehicles, tanks and 
artillery has broken up and been 
redeployed, with armored units 
seen in towns near the Antonov Air-
port north of  the city. Some of the 
vehicles have moved into forests, 

INVASION OF UKRAINE

Refugees 
fl eeing war in 
neighboring 
Ukraine 
gather 
Thursday at 
the Medyka 
border 
crossing in 
Poland.

DANIEL COLE
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PRESS

Attorney 
Shugrue 
tosses hat 
in ring
BY AMANDA BURKE

The Berkshire Eagle

 PITTSFIELD — Longtime Berkshire County 
trial attorney Timothy J. Shugrue on 
Wednesday announced that he is a candi-
date for Berkshire district attorney.

He made the announcement in a Face-
book post with a photo of  
himself  and his wife at the 
door of  the Registrar of  Vot-
ers in Pittsfi eld City Hall.

Shugrue told The Eagle he 
had been reluctant to throw 
his hat in the ring, but after 
he was approached “by so 
many people asking me to 
get into the race,” he decided 

to run in an effort to “reinvigorate the of-
fi ce.”

His announcement tees up a likely Demo-
cratic primary battle with incumbent Berk-
shire District Attorney Andrea Harrington. 
A third candidate, defense attorney and 
former prosecutor Robert Sullivan, also is 
running, as an unenrolled candidate.

“I’m proud of my party, and I don’t care 
who I run against,” Shugrue said. “I know 
my own qualifi cations.”

Shugrue ran for district attorney in 2004, 
against David Capeless, who had been ap-
pointed D.A. by then-Gov. Mitt Romney to 
serve out the remainder of  Gerard D. Down-
ing’s term, after Downing’s death the previ-
ous year. 

Shugrue, 62, touted his experience as a 
trial lawyer as a prosecutor and a defense 
attorney, having served as an assistant dis-
trict attorney in Springfi eld, where he han-
dled child abuse cases, and then in Berk-
shire County, under Downing. He has been 
a private-practice attorney for 28 years.

He said he confronted a backlog of  sexu-
al assault cases in the early days as a Berk-
shire County prosecutor. 

BERKSHIRE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Shugrue

BY CHRIS LISINSKI

State House News Service

BOSTON — When state public 
health offi cials publish Mon-
day’s report about the latest 
COVID-19 impacts on Mas-
sachusetts, the cumulative 
death toll through two years 
of the pandemic suddenly will 
stand about 15 percent lower.

The Baker administration 
will start using a new public 
health surveillance defi ni-
tion next week, narrowing 
the window of  time between 
a confi rmed COVID-19 

diagnosis and death required 
for the fatality to get attribut-
ed to the highly infectious vi-
rus.

DPH notes ‘significant overcount’ of deaths
Massachusetts 
will narrow its 
defi nition for 
a COVID-19 
test. State 
offi  cials say 
the previous 
defi nition 
led to an 
overcount in 
the number of 
virus deaths.
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Above: Sarah French, farm manager of Red Shirt Farm in Lanesborough, 

prepares to transplant a row of greens in one of the farm’s greenhouses 

Thursday. Below: Young tomato plants in one of the greenhouses.
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CORONAVIRUS

BY GRETA JOCHEM

The Berkshire Eagle

NORTH ADAMS — Whether 
masking is recommended 
in the city now is up to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

The North Adams Board 
of  Health rescinded an advi-
sory it issued with the may-
or’s office late last year that 
said masks in indoor public 
spaces were “strongly ad-
vised” for those older than 
5, even for people who were 
vaccinated fully.

The Board of  Health de-
cided at a brief  meeting 
Wednesday afternoon that 
the city instead will follow 
masking guidance from the 
CDC. Currently, the CDC 
labels the community level 
in the county as low, and the 
CDC recommends wearing 
a mask based on personal 
preference and “informed 

by your personal level of  
risk.”

If  the level increases, 
that CDC recommendation 
changes.

Conditions over the past 
few months have changed, 
said board member Kev-
in Lamb, and the policy 
change will bring the city 
in line with other communi-
ties in the area and around 
the country.

Cases of  COVID-19 across 
the county have decreased 
significantly over the past 
few months. Over the past 
10 days, there were eight 
cases of  COVID-19 in the 
city, Heather DeMarsico, 
North Adams’ health di-
rector, told the board at its 
meeting. “Most of  them 
have been from schools.”

Greta Jochem can be reached at 
gjochem@berkshireeagle.com 
or 413-496-6272.

North Adams 
rescinds face 
mask advisory

BY GRETA JOCHEM

The Berkshire Eagle

NORTH ADAMS — Masks no 
longer are required in the 
city’s schools.

In a narrow vote Thurs-
day, the School Committee 
approved a new policy that 
says masks are “strongly 
recommended” for those 
who are unvaccinated or 
immunocompromised, and 
required in school health 
offices and for those return-
ing from a quarantine.

Last week, the district 
registered 11 cases of  
COVID-19; so far this week, 
there have been six cases, 
Superintendent Barbara 
Malkas told the committee 
at its meeting Thursday.

“It seems to be pretty lim-
ited and sporadic. And it’s 
not all in one school,” she 
said, adding that there is 
not evidence of  community 
spread in the schools.

After the state announced 
that masking no longer is 
required in schools, many 
districts around Berkshire 
County have made masking 
optional.

In North Adams, the new 
policy passed on a 3-2 vote.

Tara Jacobs and Josh Val-
lieres said they were hes-
itant to go mask-optional 
and voted against the policy.

“We’re not out of  this 
completely,” Jacobs said. 
“And I understand. I feel 
it, too. I want to take off  
the mask and I want to run 
around and hug my friends 
again. ... I question if  we’re 
responding to the pressure 
of  the desire to be nor-
mal before we actually are  

normal. We don’t have zero 
cases for an extended length 
of  time.”

Jacobs also said she was 
concerned about low stu-
dent vaccination rates.

In self-reported data, 51 
percent of  all students in 
seventh through 12th grade 
said that they were vac-
cinated, Malkas said last 
week. Across all elemen-
tary schools, 26 percent of  
students reported that they 
were vaccinated. But, the 
response rate to the recent 
elementary school survey 
was low — 37 percent of  
students responded, Malkas 
said. About 90 percent of  all 
staff  are vaccinated, accord-
ing to Malkas.

Committee member Da-
vid Sookey said he under-
stands why some were ap-
prehensive about the new 
policy but said he feels that 
the schools need to move 
forward.

“Everybody has their 
own accountability at this 
point, and we can’t keep, I 
guess, being the father bear, 
mother bear above every-
body,” he said.

“I think we somehow need 
to start getting back to what-
ever the normal is,” said 
Mayor Jennifer Macksey, 
chair of  the School Commit-
tee. “That being said, I hope 
that people remember that 
people may just choose to 
wear a mask and that’s part 
of  their wardrobe now, and 
to be kind about it and be re-
spectful about it.”

Greta Jochem can be reached at 
gjochem@berkshireeagle.com 
or 413-496-6272.

Masks now optional in 
North Adams schools

Masks now 
are optional 
at Drury 
High School 
and all 
other public 
schools in 
North Adams.
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Saying the Bay State’s ear-
lier methodology led to a “sig-
nificant overcount of deaths,” 
officials said Thursday that 
they will adopt a new system 
recommended by the Council 
of State and Territorial Epide-
miologists.

And in a step that could re-
shape understanding of the 
pandemic’s impact on Massa-
chusetts, the administration 
will apply the new method 
retroactively, resulting in 4,081 
deaths once linked to the virus 
being recategorized as stem-
ming from other causes, and 
about 400 others newly being 
labeled as COVID-19 deaths.

It is not clear how many of  
those deaths, if any, took place 
in the Berkshires or how the 
county’s total fatality count 
could shift. As of Wednesday, 
the state had reported 408 
COVID-19 deaths in Berkshire 
County.

“We think this is an abso-
lutely critical step in improv-
ing our understanding of who 
COVID has impacted most 
significantly during the pan-
demic,” said state epidemiolo-
gist Dr. Catherine Brown. “We 
believe that this will provide 
us a much more accurate pic-
ture of who has died associat-
ed with a COVID infection in 
Massachusetts, and it will also 
improve our ability to com-
pare our data with data from 
other jurisdictions.”

For the duration of the 
pandemic, state officials have 
deemed a fatality COVID-re-
lated if it met at least one of  
three criteria: if a case inves-
tigation determined that the 
virus “caused” or “contribut-
ed” to the death; if the death 
certificate listed COVID-19 or 
an “equivalent term” as the 
cause; or if state public health 
surveillance linked a con-
firmed COVID-19 diagnosis to 
a Bay Stater’s death.

The first two measures re-
main unchanged since the 
earliest days of the crisis, but 
the third already has been up-
dated once and is set to evolve 
again Monday.

From March 2020 to March 
2021, the Department of  
Public Health counted the 
death of any person who  

previously had tested positive 
for COVID-19 as a COVID-re-
lated death, regardless of  
how much time elapsed be-
tween those two events. Even 
if someone contracted the 
virus in March and died in a 
car crash in July, they were 
added to the ongoing tally of  
pandemic deaths for that first 
year.

“This strategy worked well 
at the beginning of the pan-
demic, and in fact, a paper was 
published last summer in the 
Journal of the American Med-
ical Association, which lauded 
our efforts here in Massachu-
setts in counting deaths that 
occurred during the first wave 
of the pandemic as opposed to 
several other jurisdictions,” 
said Public Health Commis-
sioner Margret Cooke.

“But, over time, our ap-
proach proved to be too ex-
pansive and led to a significant 
overcount of deaths in Mas-
sachusetts. People who had 
gotten COVID earlier in 2020 
and died for other reasons 
ended up still being included 
in COVID-associated death 
counts.”

The department updated its 
approach for the third criteri-
on in April 2021, officials said 
Thursday, keeping the death 
investigation and death certif-
icate triggers in place. Under 
that method, officials counted 
only those who died within 
60 days of a COVID diagnosis 
as deaths related to the virus, 
unless their death clearly was 
linked to another cause, such 
as trauma.

That system remained in 
place for most of 2021 and will 
be replaced in Monday’s daily 
report by the new definition, 
recommended in December 
by the national consortium of  
state public health leaders af-
ter months of study.

NEW METRICS

The new method suggested 
by the Council of State and 
Territorial Epidemiologists 
calls for counting deaths with-
in 30 days of a COVID-19 diag-
nosis where “natural causes” 
is labeled on a death certificate 
as attributable to the virus, 
half as long a time frame as 
under the most recent defini-
tion in Massachusetts.

Brown said the update will 
“make sure that what we are 

capturing is the acute impact 
of COVID.”

“People who are seriously 
ill and hospitalized for longer 
and end up dying after that 30 
days have almost invariably 
had COVID listed on their 
death certificate, so, they end 
up being counted under an-
other method,” Brown said.

As has been the case 
throughout the pandemic, 
if an official death investi-
gation determined that the 
virus caused or contributed 
or if a death certificate lists 
COVID-19 or an equivalent 
term, that fatality will add to 
the pandemic death toll.

Brown said the vast ma-
jority of the 4,081 deaths that 
no longer will be deemed 
COVID-related, about 95 per-
cent, occurred from May 2020 
to May 2021, covering the tail 
end of the state’s first surge 
and its second surge that win-
ter. Most of the approximately 
400 deaths that will acquire a 
COVID label also happened 
during that span, Brown said.

Taken together, the remov-
als and additions net out to a 
reduction in the cumulative 
COVID-19 death toll of about 
3,700 people, more than the 
entire population of Provinc-
etown.

The DPH does not expect 
to have a new tally for the 
number of COVID-19 deaths 
in Massachusetts until it 
publishes new data on its 
COVID-19 dashboard about 
5 p.m. Monday. Back-end work 
to merge datasets will take 
place over the weekend, ac-
cording to Brown.

It also remains unclear if  
the change in Massachusetts 
will send out ripple effects 
across the country.

Asked if other states 
planned to adopt the nation-
al council’s recommended 
methodology as well, Brown 
said that the new definition 
planned for rollout in Mas-
sachusetts is “actually much 
more consistent with what 
many other jurisdictions are 
already using.”

“This is a recommended 
guidance definition, and it 
is designed to help improve 
comparability across jurisdic-
tions, across states. But, we 
have also heard from a few 
jurisdictions that they are not 
planning on updating the way 

they count deaths,” she said. 
“What’s really important is 
that this change to the defini-
tion will actually increase the 
ability to compare the counts 
in Massachusetts with other 
jurisdictions because it will 
be more similar to what most 
other jurisdictions are using.”

The Center and Disease 
Control and Prevention’s 
online tracker on Thursday 
listed 959,533 total COVID-19 
deaths across the country 
since Jan. 21, 2020. Massachu-
setts had the 13th-most total 
deaths among states and the 
11th-highest rate of deaths 
per 100,000 residents, both of  
which likely will change when 
the updated death toll is pub-
lished next week.

As of 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Massachusetts health officials 
had recorded 23,708 confirmed 
and probable COVID-19 deaths 
since the outbreak first began, 
so, that figure is likely to drop 
to about 20,000 on Monday.

The new methodology also 
will apply to weekly reporting 
about COVID-19 cases in vac-
cinated individuals, the next 
version of which is set for pub-
lication Tuesday.

Brown added that prelim-
inary analysis did not show 
any significant changes to the 
distribution of deaths by age 
group, gender and race or eth-
nicity once the new definition 
was applied.

“While we absolutely ac-
knowledge that we’re moving 
to a more accurate and appro-
priate way to count deaths, 
it doesn’t change our under-
standing, it does not alter our 
understanding, of who has 
died from COVID and where 
the most disproportionate im-
pacts have been,” Brown said.

The Baker administration 
appears not to have made 
as public an announcement 
about the first change to its 
statewide COVID-19 death 
definition as the latest up-
date. Officials said in April 
2021 that they would change 
how deaths were counted 
specifically in long-term care 
facilities to align with the 
CDC’s national definition, 
but made no mention in that 
news release of  the broader 
change imposing a 60-day 
limit on the span between an 
infection and death to count 
in some cases.

Overcount
FROM PAGE 1

BY DAVID KOENIG  
AND ZEKE MILLER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal officials 
are extending the requirement 
for masks on planes and pub-
lic transportation for one more 
month — through mid-April — 
while taking steps that could 
lead to lifting the rule.

The mask mandate was 
scheduled to expire March 
18, but the Transportation 
Security Administration said 
Thursday that it will extend 
the requirement through 
April 18.

The TSA said the extra 
month will give the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention time to develop new, 
more targeted policies that 
will consider the number of  
cases of COVID-19 nationally 
and in local communities, and 
the risk of new variants.

The TSA enforces the rule, 
which extends to planes, bus-
es, trains and transit hubs.

As of March 3, more than 

90 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion lived in areas with low or 
medium COVID-19 case levels, 
meaning that the CDC no lon-
ger recommends face masks 
in public indoor settings.

A decision to eventually 

scrap the mask requirement 
— it is one of the last vestiges 
of nationwide pandemic rules 
— has grown more likely in 
recent weeks as more states, 
even those led by Democratic 
governors, relaxed their own 

mandates for wearing masks 
indoors, and the CDC eased its 
recommendations.

That led critics to question 
why the CDC would allow 
mask-less people to gather in 
movie theaters and sports are-
nas but not on planes.

White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki said Thursday 
that deciding on the right poli-
cy for travel was more compli-
cated than setting recommen-
dations for local communities.

“If you’re moving from one 
zone to another and picking 
people up ... it’s a little bit dif-
ferent, and that requires some 
consultation, which is what 
[CDC officials] are going to en-
deavor to do between now and 
April 18,” Psaki said.

CDC Director Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky said last week that 
her agency must study the 
science around virus trans-
mission “but also the epidemi-
ology and the frequency that 
we may encounter a variant of  
concern or a variant of inter-
est in our travel corridors.”

US extends mask rule for 
travel, eyes new approach
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Face masks are distributed on a New York City subway in 2020. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is developing 
guidance that will ease the nationwide mask mandate on 
airplanes, buses and other mass transit next month.


